
You Can Help Preserve TorWin Farm  

An open field, grasses waving in the breeze. Mature, intact forest, with boulders and streams, wildflowers and 

ferns. A historically significant property. A special place that can be preserved for the benefit of the public 

forever.  

TorWin Farm is a beautiful, 121-acre property, so named because it straddles the border between Winchester 

and Torrington. Twenty-two acres are open field, where fireflies blink and bobolinks nest. Ninety-nine acres 

are gently sloping woodland, with huge trees and wood warblers. A headwater stream and seeps drain to Burr 

Pond, and then to the Still River. In Winchester’s earliest days, the property was owned by Gail Borden, who 

built a condensed milk factory down the hill on Burr Falls. The field was an airstrip in the 1950s, used to bring 

in supplies after the 1955 flood. The property is close to Highland Lake, Burr Pond State Park, and two 

sections of Paugnut State Forest. 

The Winchester Land Trust (WLT) is working hard to raise the funds to purchase and preserve this special 

property. We are grateful to the owner, who has offered it to WLT at a reasonable price. We are grateful for 

support from the State Open Space grant program, the Northwest Connecticut Community Foundation, the 

Housatonic Valley Association, and the William P. Wharton Trust.   

Even with grants and the owner’s generosity, WLT still needs to raise $70,000 more. That money will help pay 

for demolition of the small building on the property (required for WLT to obtain the state grant). It will help 

WLT buy TorWin Farm. And it will help with stewardship costs so WLT can take care of this and our other 

preserved properties forever. 

That is where you come in. Please use the envelope 

enclosed in this newsletter, or go online to 

winchesterlandtrust.org, so your contributions can help 

preserve TorWin Farm.   

When WLT purchases the property, the scenic views from 

the road will be preserved and enhanced, and a new trail 

will open up the gentle terrain to public enjoyment. The 

wildlife that uses the grassland, edge, woodland, and 

wetland habitats can continue living there without 

disruption. The hayfield will continue to support local 

agriculture. The stream will continue to supply fresh, pure 

water to downstream ponds and rivers. 

With your help, we will hold our annual Connecticut Trails 

Day hike at TorWin Farm next year! 
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WLT board visits TorWin for the first time in November 2015 



 

 

Airplanes at TorWin Airfield, 

circa 1950s 

Thank you to the major Corporate and Foundation Donors who have already contributed! 

State of Connecticut Open Space Grant Program 

Northwest Connecticut Community Foundation 

Housatonic Valley Association 

William P. Wharton Trust 

 

Klebe Oil 

O & G Industries, Inc. 

Wesson Energy 

 
WLT appreciates the personal contributions that have been made.   

We will acknowledge those donations at a later date. 
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Stay in touch with the Winchester Land Trust 

Winchester Land Trust’s Facebook page is the 

best way to see the latest information 

regarding events such as our recent hike  to 

the Danbury Quarter Cemetery.  Our website 

is www.winchesterlandtrust.org.  You can 

email us at winchesterlandtrust@yahoo.com 

or call us at 860.379.9622.  We receive our 

“snail mail” at P.O. Box 10, Winchester Center, CT  06094. 

The WLT Annual Meeting will be August 27, 2017, at 4:00 p.m.  

at the gazebo on the Winchester Center green. 
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