Winchester
Land Trust
June 2019 Newsletter
Winchester Land Trust Earns National Recognition
In August of 2018, Winchester Land Trust joined more than 400 land trusts
across the United States in becoming accredited by the Land Trust Alliance
(LTA). Shelley Harms, who worked with WLT’s all-volunteer board to
prepare documentation for the accreditation process, was honored at the
LTA’s annual National Land Conservation Conference last fall.
“It is exciting to
recognize Winchester
Land Trust with this
national mark of
distinction,” said
Tammara Van Ryn, executive director of the
Commission. “Donors and partners can trust the more
than 400 accredited land trusts across the country are
united behind strong standards and have demonstrated
sound finances, ethical conduct, responsible governance,
and lasting stewardship.”
Winchester Land Trust now protects over 500 acres in
perpetuity. Hiking trails are available at the Ruez and Hurlbut Field properties. An extensive trail network at
the newly preserved Houlihan Woods and the Michael Giordano Tribute Area has recently opened to the
public.

Student Volunteers

National Honors Society
WLT would like to thank the many students from
students from NWR7
Northwestern Regional High School #7 (NWR7) who
attack the invasive
help maintain our properties. In exchange for their hard bittersweet.
work, students earn community service hours. In the
2018-2019 school year, students worked at WLT’s
Marshall Street parcel, Hurlbut Field and Houlihan
Woods, and the Michael Giordano Tribute Area.
Although cutting the invasive species Oriental
Bittersweet out of trees is a never-ending and onerous
job, teenagers turn it into a fun adventure!

Poppy and Friends Visit Winsted
Lowry (a Cape Barren Goose), along with his other ambassador companions
Nemo and Dory (Indian Runner Ducks) and Poppy (a North American Barn
Owl) visited us at the Beardsley Memorial Library in Winsted on April 16.
Dr. Colleen Peters, Manager of Education at Livingston Ripley Waterfowl
Conservancy, and her assistant Sara, gave our Winsted, Colebrook, and
Barkhamsted students a live demonstration and talk, sponsored by the WLT.
There was standing room only for this hands-on event. Everyone was taught
the proper way to pet waterfowl - two fingers and from the head down.
Everyone did this perfectly!
We learned about who they
were, where they came from
and what makes them so special
and unique - Nemo and Dory
Sara holds “Poppy,” the
never like to be apart.
North American Barn Owl.
There were trail maps for all, and everyone was interested in our
new acquisition, The Houlihan Woods and Michael Giordano
Tribute Area.
Students are delighted to meet "Dory and
Nemo,” Indian Runner Ducks.

Thank you Dr. Peters and Livingston Ripley for a fun and
informative morning presentation - and, of course, thank you to
your ambassadors for coming along for the visit.

Education Plans
The Winchester Land Trust has two primary goals. The first goal, the preservation of open space, has been the
main focus of our time and energy. The second goal, educating the public about the importance of our natural
resources, is about to take center stage as we plan for the development of an outdoor education center at
Houlihan Woods.
We will be partnering with Winchester Public Schools to create nature trails and an outdoor classroom which
will be visited by Winchester students as part of their science curriculum. This is a great opportunity to
introduce community children to the outdoors in a meaningful way.
As a first step, we will be expanding the parking lot at Houlihan Woods, removing the cement slab left over
from a previously demolished structure and clearing some unsightly dying trees. We hope to receive grants
and donations to help fund the building of an interactive nature trail and an outdoor classroom space large
enough to accommodate 50 students.
We are looking forward to this project and to partnering with Winchester Public Schools, which has been
receiving commendations for the strength of its science curriculum.

Hike: Saturday, June 1, 10:00 a.m. at Houlihan Woods and the
Michael Giordano Tribute Area
A Connecticut Trails Day Event
Come visit the new kiosks, parking lots, and bog bridges on this beautiful parcel. The hike begins as we cross a
former airfield. We may get lucky and see the nesting bobolinks (a state-listed bird). The trails then meander
through a mixed hardwood forest, passing boulders left by glaciers. We will cross small streams and see
picturesque stone walls. The hike is not too strenuous and will take about 1½ hours. Bring bug spray, water
and a snack. All are welcome.

Yaz (red harness) and Olive (green harness) enjoy the bench on the Coe Trail.

Hikers on the 2018 CT Trails Day Hike.

Board Members

Stay in Touch with the Winchester Land Trust

Jennifer Perga, President
Doug Pfenninger, Vice President
Joey Pierce, Treasurer
Louise Van Alstyne, Secretary
Alan Colavecchio
Susan Closson

Winchester Land Trust’s Facebook page is the
best way to see the latest information
regarding events such as our recent hike to
the Danbury Quarter Cemetery. Our website
is www.winchesterlandtrust.org. You can
email us at winchesterlandtrust@yahoo.com
or call us at 860.379.9622. We receive our
“snail mail” at P.O. Box 10, Winchester Center, CT 06094.

Barbara Douglas
The WLT Annual Meeting will be August 25, 2019, at 4:00 p.m.
at the gazebo on the Winchester Center green.

Winchester Land Trust
P.O. Box 10
Winchester Center, CT 06094

NONPROFIT ORG.
US POSTAGE PAID
WINSTED, CT
PERMIT NO. 11

Postal Customer

Pen and Ink Illustration by Margaret A. Race

